





ndoubtedly, disputes over ownership will occur

under the provisions of the agreement. The body of

interpretative decisions under our new Agreement
will grow with each dispute over the ensuing years. How-
ever, the new language defines from the outset what your
ownership rights are without your having to first engage a
very expensive copyright lawyer. If you are creating a copy-
rightable work, it is very important to clearly understand if
your institution has assigned or commissioned you to do
it. If it has, get it in writing and don’t sign any document
until you are certain that you fully understand the specific
implications of the document. Contact the Council office if
you have any concerns regarding this matter.

If your institution hasn’t assigned or commissioned you
to create a work — it’s yours. However, it is still a good
idea to keep a log of your use of the institution’s resources
when you are working on your own projects. While you
may never face questioning, it is good to have records.

Even if you don’t think there are future riches from poten-
tial commercialization of your creative work, and in order
to maintain control over a future use, it is vitally important
that you assert your claim to ownership of your intellectual
property when you're sure it’s yours as follows:

A notice of copyright “© 2003 Jane Doe,” should be af-
fixed to all work products. If the work is unpublished,
the notice takes the form “Unpublished Work © 2003
Jane Doe”

If there is any conceivable commercial value in the
work, or if there is any possibility that you will want to
use the work in another context, or if you have any de-
sire at all to maintain control in future use of the work,
you should register your copyright with the Copyright
Office of the Library of Congress in your name and not
as a “work for hire.”

You may be wondering whether patents and inventions
are addressed in our Agreement since they are also creative
works. Unfortunately, they are not. A different body of law
deals with these areas so patents and inventions remain
an issue that will have to be collectively bargained during

negotiations for the next Agreement. If you are concerned
about an invention or patent, the basic principle of clari-
fying ownership before embarking on a project should be
followed. Please remember that you can call the Council of-
fice for additional consultation. We have made considerable
progress in this contract toward protecting your intellectual
property, but there may be unanticipated gray areas and
questions will arise. We will be vigilant in making sure that
individuals are given the protections promised under the
Agreement.

For more information on copyright and how to copyright
your work, visit or refer to CNJSCL pamphlet titled “Pro-
tect Your Copyrights!” available from the Council of New
Jersey State College Locals office.
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